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I am an Advanced class amateur radio operator and feel
very strongly about the proposal to remove amateurs from the
902-928 mhz band. I am a member of R.A.C.E.S. (Radio
Amateur Civil Emergency Service) and testify that this band
contains communication modes vital to emergency
communications. I have personally used the 902 band in
doing emergency work such as spotting tornadoes with amateur
television and warning local agencies. There have been
numerous occasions that amateur television (ATV) has helped
save lives and property. F.E.M.A. affiliated agencies and
Emergency Operations Centers use amateurs communicating on
this band to expedite the emergency agencies' disaster
relief.

I use the 902mhz band everyday to communicate with
other amateurs in normal operations as well as the emergency
communications.

In the Fort Worth/Dallas area, the National Weather
service uses 915mhz to monitor an advanced Doppler Radar in
Corsicana, TX. Several times this past year power outtages,
wind damage, and lightning strikes h~ve taken the normal NWS
radar out of commission. During these times, the only radar
available to the forecasters was the Amateur Television
downlink on 915 mhz. I am proud to be able to help preserve
lives and property and the 915 mhz band makes this all
possible.

I realize that the radio spectrum is a valuable and
finite entity but I assure those non-amateurs Who may not
understand the importance of this band to hams that we are
very capable of SHARING this band with other users!!
The amateurs in several metropolitan communities have
cohabitated with AVM systems for years without interference
to either hams or the other users. It is a goal of amateurs
to PROMOTE radio frequencies and sharing, not the domination
or waste of frequencies.

Amateurs have been sharing other bands around the world
for many years. The 40 meter band (7.150 mhz.) is currently
being successfully shared by amateurs and foreign broadcast
radio stations without difficulty.
Amateurs have frequency agility and are therefore able to
eliminate interference in the 902 band. Interference is
further reduced by the use of crosspolarization. The
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Automatic Vehicle Monitoring Systems use vertical
polarization while the Amateurs use horizontal polarization.
This makes it possible for an AVM system and an amateur
system to be very close in frequency and not cause
interference.

It should also be noted that amateurs use the 902
928mhz. band throughout the United states. The AVM systems
will only be used in the highly populated areas of the us.
There will therefore be a GREAT MANY AMATEURS HARMED AND
VERY FEW AVM SYSTEMS HELPEDI!!!

Here in the North Texas Region the value of the
National Weather Service is quite important. The frequent
severe storms with large hail, damaging winds, and tornadoes
necessitate the Storm Spotters (who are amateur radio
operators) have every information source available to them.
The NWS depends on these spotters for real time reports so
that forecasts and warnings can be issued in time to SAVE
LIVES. The 902 mhz. band is CRITICAL to this operation.
It is important that over 200 hams and weather forecasters
in the F6rt Worth/Dallas area use the 902 band during these
times.

I as a concerned citizen, a radio/TV proponent, storm
Spotter, Amateur Radio Operator, and voter urge the
commission to let the amateurs share the 902 mhz band with
the AVM systems. We do not want the entire band to
ourselves, we WANT to share the band with other services.
There is enough room for both services to cohabitate
interference free. The 902 band is critical to weather
spotters, disaster communications, and experiments to
attempt to further the radio art and technology.

Amateurs pioneered the UHF and microwave spectrum for
all users. We can continue to serve our communities,
develop technology, and communicate with others all while
sharing the 902-928 band with AVM systems.
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